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EMPOWERING THE COMMUNITY THROUGH ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT

EASTERN VOLUNTEERS TRAINING

Eastern Volunteers turns 40
Online Communication for
Volunteer Managers
This workshop will cover digital
audits,creating a social media strategy
and planning online content.
Box Hill Hub
Wednesday 13th April 9.30am -12.30pm.

In 1976 the fledgling volunteer
program ‘Volunteers Unlimited”
commenced with the purpose of
providing access to volunteering and
a limited range of community
transport options. At the same time
Maroondah Hospital was opened,
Malcom Fraser was our Prime
Minister and the song ‘Fernando’ by
ABBA spent 14 weeks at number one.
Since that time a lot has happened!
Eastern Volunteers, as we are now
known, has adapted and moved with
our community and is extremely
proud to be working with and
supporting our neighborhood
through 40 years of change.

“We are entering our 40th year and
are planning a number of activities to
acknowledge and celebrate our
history” said Vic North, Eastern
Volunteer’s General Manager. “It’s a
milestone year and our longevity is
evidence of our commitment to the
community”.
ABBA may no longer be a chart
topper, but community transport
remains a fervently appreciated part
of our local infrastructure and
volunteering will always be an
essential part of a strong and
cohesive community.
During this year , Eastern Volunteers
will acknowledge some of the key
people involved and reveal the
stories of people, places , community
and volunteering across 40 years.

Induction and Orientation
Learn the tool to develop an induction
and orientation process for your
volunteers.
Whitehorse Council Offices
Wednesday 25th May 9.30am -12.30pm.

Bookings for Training are online at
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/events/
Enquiries
Ruth.morgan@easternvolunteers.org.au
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Maroondah Mayor
Visits EV
On Wednesday 24th February Eastern
Volunteers enjoyed a visit from the
Maroondah Mayor, Cr. Natalie
Thomas.
A volunteer driver, Kristi, drove
Natalie to pick up one of our clients
Jill, and take her to the local shops.
Natalie had a great chat with Jill and
enjoyed the chance to experience

the difference EV makes first hand.
We then had the chance to have a
cuppa and chat with Natalie.
Natalie is a passionate supporter of
volunteering and community. It was a
great opportunity to inform Natalie
about our community transport
service.
Over the past 12 months our
volunteer drivers have delivered over
18,000 trips and covered more than
600,000 kms.

Do you enjoy Driving?
Do you have excellent people skills, maturity and a strong work ethic your local
community could use? Join a team of local volunteer drivers at Eastern
Volunteers who take elderly community members to appointments they
otherwise might struggle to attend.
This volunteer position is local, flexible and welcomes those seeking 15 hours
with Centrelink. A vehicle located at Croydon will be supplied for your use.

Would you like to know more?
Please contact Eastern Volunteers 9870 7822
info@easternvolunteers.org.au

EV celebrated Culltural
Diversity Week with a
wonderfully diverse
lunch that included
foods from England,
France, Sri Lanka, China
and of course some pies
from Australia!
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THANKYOU TO
OUR SPONSORS

Our informative and
interesting panel from L to R;
Murray Keen (EastLink),
Soraya Dean (ACCSR),Simon
Wheelton ( Budget) Chris
Wishart ( Good 2 Give)and
MC, Dr Sheila Nguyen(Deakin
University)

EV Business Breakfast
Eastern Volunteers and Whitehorse
Community Chest partnered to
present ‘The Connecting Business
with Community’ business breakfast
at The Point restaurant, Deakin
University on March 20th.
An audience of 80 people comprising
business and community sector
representatives gathered to hear a
panel of industry specialists share
their knowledge of corporate social
responsibility.
Dr. Sheila Nguyen from Deakin
University was the event’s MC. Sheila
led the panel and the audience
through a series of engaging and
revealing questions.

……….doing good is good
for business…………..
Murray Keen, HR Manager EastLink,
talked at length about the value to
their staff of undertaking corporate
volunteering. ConnectEast measured
their staff sick day and turn over rates
against national levels and have
found theirs to be consistently lower.
ConnectEast believe that their strong
employee engagement is enabled by
their commitment to community
involvement.
Soraya Dean from the Australian
Centre for Corporate Social
Responsibility shared her thoughts on
the need to know what your business

case is and to approach community
interaction strategically, articulating
the benefits to your business. Both
businesses and community
organisations need to be clear on
their business case. The next step is
to find the right community
organisation that will help you to
meet your objectives.
Chris Wishart from Good 2 Give
shared her experiences of workplace
giving. Chris emphasised the need to
make giving easy for your employees,
but also recognized that a range of
choices will allow for better staff
engagement with the idea. This can
be done via the Good 2 Give online
platform.
Simon Wheelton from Budget Car and
Truck Rental and The Wheelton
Group spoke of the value to their
business of consistently giving away
20% of their profits. Simon shared
that its good for business to give to
the community and that you will
encourage other businesses to do the
same. He stated that “doing good is
good for business.”
The event finished after an
interesting Q and A with the
audience. The morning of sharing
stories and experiences was a great
success and we are looking forward
to staging the next one. If you would
like to find out more, please email
clare.grundy@easternvolunteers.org.
au.
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Tara Cantwell is presenting at the
National Conference
Eastern Volunteers is proud to
announce Community Engagement
Manager, Tara Cantwell is
presenting at the 2016 National
Volunteering Conference ‘Build the
Future’ from April 5th – 7th. The
conference is being held at the
National Convention Centre,
Canberra.
Tara will speak about “How can
Volunteer Managers work smarter,
not harder?” Eastern Volunteers in
partnership with Volunteering
Victoria is creating a 3 tiered
knowledge and resource
management model that includes an
information toolkit, access to

community sector consultants and
management of a shared services
model. This approach has the
potential to reinvigorate and
motivate managers of volunteers
and the wider sector by ensuring
improved levels of autonomy,
competency and relatedness. The
outcome will see the community
sector maintain self sufficiency while
delivering high quality, specialised
services, thus operating sustainably
regardless of the changing landscape
and scarce resources. Tara has also
been invited to present this topic
after the conference at Volunteer
west.
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Making a Will is an
important part of
everyone’s future planning.
It allows you to ensure your
loved ones will be taken
care of.
A gift in your Will is also one of the
most enduring gifts you can give to
causes you support, allowing you to
support lasting change. Having
provided for your family and/or
friends in your Will, you can also
inspire them by making a gift to a
cause that is important to you.
Leaving a gift in your Will to Eastern
Volunteers will help us deliver
services and support to the
community that will enable all
people to be connected and
engaged.

How your gift will make a
difference
By keeping over 600 frail aged
people independent in their own
homes through the provision of a
community transport service.
By helping thousands of people in
the community each year become
further involved through
volunteering
By supporting over 400 not for
profit organisations to deliver their
services with the support of
volunteers

For more information or to
discuss your bequest, please ring
9870 7822 or go online at
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/b
equest-program/

Offering volunteer recruitment and
training for Volunteers and
community organisations and
volunteer opportunities to the
business sector and its employees.
Providing volunteer assisted transport
to HACC eligible clients who live in the
municipalities of Maroondah,
Whitehorse and the Yarra Ranges.
Head Office
Suite 1, 36 New St, Ringwood, 3134
Monday to Friday 9am – 4.30pm
Telephone: 9870 7822
Box Hill Office
st
Box Hill Hub, 1 Floor, 27 Bank St,
Box Hill 3128
Monday 9am – 12md,
Tuesday 9am – 4.30pm
Telephone: 9285 4814
General Manager: Vic North
All correspondence should be
addressed to the General Manager.

info@easternvolunteers.org.au
www.easternvolunteers.org.au

