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In National Volunteer Week 9-15 
May, our theme to reflect upon and 
celebrate was Give happy, Live 
happy.  

There is lots of emerging evidence 
that tells us volunteering makes us 
happier, improves our mental 
health, increases our sense of 
selfworth, improves our mood and 
apparantly helps us sleep better. So 
we give our time happily and in 
return receive happiness.  However, 
rarely will a volunteer identify these 
as reasons for volunteering – it’s just 
a lovely bonus.  Interestingly, the 
‘living more happily’ effect doesn’t 
stop with the individual volunteer: it 
infects our fellow volunteers, the 
people we are supporting, and our 
friends and family we comandeer to 
help in the volunteering journey.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, for improving the wellbeing of 
our whole community, Eastern 
Volunteers would like to repeat the 
appreciation we have for the 
volunteers of the world and share a 
poem that expreses our gratitude.  

Here's to the everyday heroes,  

the volunteers who do what they can,  

to ease the suffering of others,  

and be of service to their fellow man. 

May they know the true satisfaction 

that comes from helping others 

Less fortunate than themselves,  

But no less their sisters and brothers. 

May they feel the gratitude in our 
hearts  

for all of the good that they've done. 

The appreciation that we all feel for 
them 

Is second to none 

 

Author Unknown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How to recruit volunteer drivers 
In this session you will discover the ways 
and means to invigorate your volunteer 
driver recruitment program. 

Ringwood                                       
Wednesday 20th July 9.30am -12.30pm. 

 

 

The Quintessential Volunteer 
Manager , who are we? 

Come along to discuss the critical 
elements of your position. 

Ringwood                                               
Thursday 4th August 1pm -3.30pm.  

Bookings for Training are  online at 

http://easternvolunteers.org.au/training
-events// 

Enquiries 

Ruth.morgan@easternvolunteers.org.au 

 

Celebrating National      
Volunteering Week by Tara Cantwell 
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EMPOWERING THE COMMUNITY THROUGH ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT EASTERN VOLUNTEERS TRAINING 

http://easternvolunteers.org.au/event/online-communication-for-volunteer-managers-2/
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/event/induction-and-orientation-4/
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/training-events/
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/training-events/
mailto:Ruth.morgan@easternvolunteers.org.au
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The Eastern Volunteers Raffle is 
here and you can get involved 

Pauline accesses Eastern Volunteers Transport Service on a weekly basis. 
Pauline is vision impaired and therefore dependent on the service to take her 
to regular local medical appointments, to the Eye and Ear Hospital in the city 
and to weekly water aerobics classes in Ringwood. 

Pauline also relies on the service to take her to the local shops where she is 
able to navigate around the shops herself. Pauline says that “the service is 
fabulous. When the drivers pull up in my driveway, we always enjoy a chat. 
Some lovely drivers have even taken me into the city.” The service has also 
taken some of the pressure off Pauline’s immediate family: she is able to 
navigate her way around with the assistance of our EV transport service. 

Pauline said that “the transport service enables me to organize my 
own life in my own time and way.” 

Pauline’s transport story 

herself, making use of their  services 
to home deliver her purchases. 
Pauline says that “the service is 
fabulous. When the drivers are due 
to arrive, I watch for them to pull up 
in my driveway and we always enjoy 
a chat. Some lovely drivers have even 
taken me into the city.”The service 
has also taken some of the pressure 
off Pauline’s immediate family 
because she is able to navigate her 
way around with the assistance of 
the transport service 

Pauline said that “the transport 
service enables me to organize my 
own life in my own time and way.” 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are $5 each and prizes 
will be drawn on 27th August. 

You can pick up books of 10 
tickets at our office or phone us 

9870 7822 on to arrange for 
mailing or 

 PURCHASE TICKETS                         
ONLINE HERE 

The 2016 Maroondah Mayoral Charity 

Raffle is raising money to support 

Eastern Volunteers. The raffle will raise 

much needed funds to purchase a new 

vehicle for Eastern Volunteer’s 

Transport Services that provide 

transport assistance to the frail aged 

and people with a disability. 

These vital transport services enable 

people to attend health care and 

medical appointments, go shopping   

and generally participate in social and 

recreational activities. 

By purchasing a raffle ticket you are 

helping people to continue to live 

independently in their homes and 

continue to participate in social, 

recreational and community activities. 

 

First prize valued at $5,000                      
A $3,000 Eastland Gift Card to spend 
at a range of retail outlets at 
Eastland. A $2,000 Yarra Ranges 
Tourism Gift Voucher comprising one 
night at Chateau Yering including 
dinner and breakfast and private 
winery tour (for 2 people) and 
a Global Ballooning Flight over the 
Yarra Valley (for 2 people).                            

Second prize valued at $2,500           
Maroondah Leisure family lifestyle 
membership 12 month pass with access 
to all Maroondah Leisure facilities.                                         

Third prize valued at $1,240                  
An exclusive VIP dining experience in the 
Committee Room for four people on 
Melbourne Racing Club Foundation Race 
Day on Saturday 17th September, at 
Caulfield Racecourse.                

Fourth prize valued at $1,200                  
A 2017 Karralyka Theatre Season Pass 
for two adults.                                                       

Fifth prize valued at $450                                     
A Maroondah Golf Package for four 
people at Ringwood Golf Course and 
Dorset Golf Course. 

http://www.rafflelink.com.au/eastvols2016
http://www.rafflelink.com.au/eastvols2016
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CELEBRATING  
40 YEARS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Volunteers is 40 years 

old this year. 

Did you know that the band U2 

started in 1976? 

Apple Computers was founded 

and The Muppet Show 

commenced on TV. IBM 

released the first commercially 

available laser printer for 

business use and the first VHS 

machines were sold. 

 

Volunteers Unlimited was a pilot 
project that commenced around 
November 1976. It was initially 
funded by ACCESS an outer eastern 
regional council for social 
development. Its aims were to: 

 Develop a volunteer 

program throughout the 

outer eastern region 

 Provide a register of 

volunteers 

 Provide a register of groups 

and individuals seeking 

volunteer assistance 

The register of volunteers was to be 
available to all existing groups who 
worked with volunteers, such as 
citizens advice bureau, service clubs, 
churches, playgroups and was to 
complement the services they 
provided. Through the register of 
groups seeking volunteer assistance, 
Volunteers Unlimited also provided 
an important resource for 
volunteers looking for more diverse 
opportunities. The overall objective 
of the project was to locate 
volunteer resources within the 
community to support existing 
services and assist the most 
disadvantaged in the community. 

The initial grant allowed for a full 
time coordinator and office staff to 
be employed. There was enough 
funding to support an extensive 
publicity campaign with media 
advertising and a weekly column in 
the local press. This activity engaged 
volunteers from all walks of life and 
was extremely successful. Together 

with this activity, Volunteers 
Unlimited began its work as a 
provider of community transport, 
using volunteer drivers to support 
this service and the community. 

A change in politics, with the 
dissolution of the Whitlam 
Government, saw ACCESS fold. 
Volunteers Unlimited sought 
funding from other government 
sources and, although successful, 
the amount funded was 
considerably lower. This led to staff 
cut backs, leaving one part-time 
coordinator and the office staffed by 
volunteers. 

Volunteers unlimited continued to 
deliver its services and three years 
later 389 volunteers had been 
successfully placed within 136 
organisations. Over the next years, 
volunteers and staff came and went. 
Funding pressures continued to 
plague the organisation into the 
eighties, almost causing the collapse 
of Volunteers Unlimited, however 
the need for drivers and transport 
services in the surrounding 
Maroondah region remained strong 
through this period. 

Volunteers Unlimited changed its 
name to the Eastern Volunteer 
Resource Centre on July 23 1984 and 
continued to develop and expand, 
focusing particularly much needed 
community transport services in the 
outer eastern region of Melbourne. 
The transport program together 
with the volunteer program 
provided important support to those 
most disadvantaged in the 
community.   

 

The first 10 years 
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Eastern Volunteers has been the 
lead agency in the Eastern Get 
About Project, which investigated 
establishing a new and innovative 
community transport service. With 
the support of our project partners, 
Scope (Aust.), EACH and Yarra 
Ranges council and with generous 
grants from The Lord Mayors 
Charitable Foundation and Eastern 
Melbourne PHN Partners in 
Recovery, the project developed the 
concept and ran service trials earlier 
this year to test key aspects of the  

 

 

Making a Will is an 
important part of 
everyone’s future planning. 
It allows you to ensure your 
loved ones will be taken 
care of.  
 

A gift in your Will is also one of the 
most enduring gifts you can give to 
causes you support, allowing you to 
support lasting change. Having 
provided for your family and/or 
friends in your Will, you can also 
inspire them by making a gift to a 
cause that is important to you.  

Leaving a gift in your Will to Eastern 
Volunteers will help us continue to 
improve our services and support  
for the community to enable people 
to remain connected and engaged. 

 

 

 

 

service. The project and trials have 
now concluded. The aim of Eastern 
Get About was to develop an 
inclusive, self-sustaining community 

transport service independent of 
government funding that supports 
the need of a wide range of 
transport disadvantaged individuals. 
Over the course of the project, 
Eastern Get About conducted 
consultation with professionals and 
potential customers, developed 
processes and services, and 
provided specialized training to 
volunteer drivers.  

 

 

How your gift will make a 
difference 
 

By keeping over 600 frail aged 
people independent in their own 
homes through the provision of a 
community transport service. 

By helping thousands of people in 

the community each year become 

further involved through 

volunteering. 

 
By supporting over 400 not for 
profit organisations to deliver their 
services with the support of 
volunteers 

For more information or to 

discuss your bequest, please ring 

9870 7822 or go online at 

http://easternvolunteers.org.au/b

equest-program/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Service trials ran from April to June 
focusing on group trip services, 
including regular services to 
shopping centres.  

With the conclusion of the project, 
we look forward to using the 
learnings to develop services that  
provide more transport options to 
more people in our community.  

We are extremely thankful for the 
commitment and support of all 
involved in the project.  

 

  

 

Contact information 
Offering volunteer recruitment and 
training for Volunteers and 
community organisations and 
volunteer opportunities to the 
business sector and its employees.  

Providing volunteer assisted transport 
to HACC eligible clients who live in the 
municipalities of Maroondah, 
Whitehorse and the Yarra Ranges. 

Head Office                                         
Suite 1, 36 New St, Ringwood, 3134 
Monday to Friday 9am – 4.30pm 
Telephone: 9870 7822 

Box Hill Office                                      
Box Hill Hub, 1

st
 Floor, 27 Bank St,   

Box Hill 3128                                      
Monday 9am – 12md,                
Tuesday 9am – 4.30pm                   
Telephone: 9285 4814 

General Manager: Vic North               
All correspondence should be 
addressed to the General Manager. 

info@easternvolunteers.org.au                              

www.easternvolunteers.org.au 

 

Eastern Get About Update 
By Charles Cox 

http://easternvolunteers.org.au/bequest-program/
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/bequest-program/
mailto:info@easternvolunteers.org.au
http://www.easternvolunteers.org.au/

