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Congratulations Tara
and Au Revoir by Vic North
Tara Cantwell, who has been EV’s
Manager of Community Engagement
for the past three years decided to
accept an offer she couldn’t refuse
after being head-hunted by Epworth
Healthcare.

Tara has been a great advocate for
EV and enjoyed standing up in front
of an audience presenting training
or recognising someone’s
achievements.

It’s a great career opportunity as
Tara will report directly to the
Director, Human Resources. While
Tara will be responsible for
Volunteer Management activities in
a number of different locations
across Victoria, future opportunities
may open up for her to make full use
of her recently acquired Diploma of
Human Resources.
In her time at EV Tara made a
significant contribution on many
fronts. She was an outstanding team
member who demonstrated
compassion and fairness in
everything she did. She contributed
professional expertise and a sound
knowledge of the community sector
in planning for corporate and
operational outcomes.

Advanced Volunteer Management
Stretch your volunteer management
practices though topics such as advocacy
and change, effective leadership and
measuring volunteer impact.
Box Hill
Thurs 6th October, 9:30am to 12:30

Support and Supervision
Once you have recruited volunteers, the
next task is to keep them coming back!

Most of all she bought fun and
laughter to the team and was well
respected and liked by all who came
in contact with her.
Thanks Tara, we wish you every
success in your new role.

Ringwood
Thursday 3rd November 1pm -3.30pm.
Bookings for Training are online at
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/trainingevents//
or ruth.morgan@easternvolunteers.org.au
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our fantastic ticket sellers
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The Maroondah Foundation,
Mayoral Charity Raffle 2016

We did it!
We did IT

Eastern Volunteers was very
fortunate to be selected by the
Maroondah Mayor, Cr. Natalie
Thomas as the recipient of the
funds raised in this years Mayoral
Charity Raffle.
Seizing this opportunity with great
enthusiasm, a team of EV staff and
volunteers worked quickly and
effectively to sell raffle tickets over
a 7 week period through events,
networks, friends and even family
members. We had great support
from our transport clients who
bought over 450 tickets including
one lucky client and his wife who
bought the winning ticket.

The prize draw took place at
Eastland on 27th August.

The first prize winner Ben is an
EV transport client. Ben said that
his first purchase with the
Eastland gift voucher would be a
new kettle. Ben is pictured below
with his wife receiving the prize
from the Mayor, Natalie Thomas.

We have many people to thank for
this great opportunity, and our first
big thankyou goes to Natalie
Thomas and the Maroondah
Council for their belief in all that EV
does for the community.
Our ticket sellers worked in wind,
rain and sunshine: therefore a big
thankyou to Chris, Tim, Kristi,
Natalie, Charles, Patsy, Manii,
Jackson and Tara for their efforts
and enthusiasm.
The raffle was drawn at 2pm on
Saturday 27 August at Eastland,
Ringwood.

Congratulations to
this year's winners:
First prize
Winner: B. Lobo, #10913.
Second prize
Winner: S.Chan, #12137.
Third prize
Winner: C. De La Rue, #12477
Fourth prize
Winner: H. Chaung, #11176
Fifth prize
Winner: B. McArthur, #15022

The Mayor, Cr. Natalie Thomas
presented a cheque for $16,416
to EV Chairman Mehdi Taghian
and EV staff at a morning tea on
14th September.
Our ticket sellers (below) who
were out at markets and
shopping centres also received
thankyou certificates.
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In the beginning…………….
By Kerry Willis
First Coordinator of Eastern Volunteers.
volunteers and sourcing people and
organisations needing volunteer
assistance, and in promoting and
publicising the program.

The Australian Assistance Plan (AAP)
a little remembered yet radical and
imaginative program of welfare
reform, was introduced by the
Whitlam Government in 1973. The
AAP … helped to invigorate the
voluntary sector in Australia and
recast ways in which governments
and voluntary organisations
interacted, especially in terms of
social welfare delivery. (M
Oppenheimer - 2008)
The idea of Volunteers Unlimited
was conceived by Access which
allocated funding in July 1976 and
established the Volunteers
Unlimited Committee with Trustees
to whom the appointed staff would
be responsible. At the time it was
the first program of its kind in the
Outer Eastern Region.
In January 1977 I was appointed
Coordinator working 30 hours a
week. My role was to establish
Volunteers Unlimited as a service to
match community needs with
community resources and, because
of the precarious financial situation
to secure funding for the program.
The local newspapers eagerly took
up the suggestion of a regular
fortnightly column in five local
papers throughout the region.
“Karing with Kerry” was invaluable
in giving Volunteers Unlimited a
regional presence and in recruiting

Volunteers were interviewed prior
to being placed, with follow up
interviews with the volunteer and
their workplace. We had telephones
but no mobiles, and no computers
so our most valuable resources in
the office were the volunteers who
became regulars in the Suda Avenue
office in Ringwood. I remember
Bernice Jamieson and Lesley
Kirshner in particular, travelling to
the office by train, and both so
reliable and effective in the office.
We used a system of index cards
with pre-punched holes along each
side, which we sorted by category
using long metal needles inserted
into the holes. I have since learnt
that this system was the “knitting
needle computer” of the 1970s!

Hospital Flower Auxiliary, Lilydale
Youth Club, Blackburn Baptist
Accommodation Service, Box Hill
Hospital, the Prisons Department, A
New Start for Under Achievers, and
the YMCA.
The fact that Eastern Volunteers
and many other community and
social services, such as legal services
and community houses, are alive
and well today is a tribute to the
Whitlam Government’s bold reforms
and to the Hamer Government’s
support for social welfare programs,
augmented by funding from many
local councils.

After 5 months Volunteers
Unlimited was recruiting about 8
volunteers a week and had placed
95 in community projects.
Volunteers worked in fields as varied
as women’s drop in centres, Adopta-Grandma schemes, animal rescue
and more. Volunteers transported
people to and from all sorts of
activities, including enabling one
person to continue working in the
city after he became wheelchair
bound. Other work included helping
with exercises for disabled children,
playing piano and guitar, office
work, hairdressing for housebound
people, emergency babysitting,
carpentry, teaching craft and literacy
and more.
Agencies and groups for whom
volunteers were recruited included:
Nunawading Legal Aid, a Creative
Arts Theatre, Sherbrooke Citizens
Advice Bureau, North Ringwood
Community Centre, Knox
Community Volunteers, Maroondah

A picture of the original “Karing
with Kerry” newspaper column.

EASTERN VOLUNTEERS

Eastern Volunteers has had many
years of support from both the Mt
Evelyn Community Bank Branch and
also the Mooroolbark Community
Bank Branch. David, Rowan and
their teams have supported Eastern
Volunteers through many years of
fun runs, volunteer activities,
conferences and much more.
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The Chairman
and the Board of Management of
Eastern Volunteers Resource
Centre.Inc
have much pleasure in inviting you
to attend our
40th Annual General Meeting
to be held at
11am on
Wednesday 19th October 2016
at the
Karralyka Centre, Mines Road,
Ringwood.

Eastern Volunteers would like to
acknowledge the ongoing support
that we receive from Budget Car and
Truck Rental and especially thank
Simon Wheelton for the many times
that he has shared his community
wisdom and business ideas with us.

Please RSVP 10th October
9870 7822

Contact information

Making a Will is an important part
of everyone’s future planning. It
allows you to ensure your loved
ones will be taken care of.

A gift in your Will is also one of the
most enduring gifts you can give to
causes you support, allowing you to
support lasting change. Having
provided for your family and/or
friends in your Will, you can also
inspire them by making a gift to a
cause that is important to you.
Leaving a gift in your Will to Eastern
Volunteers will help us continue to
improve our services and support
for the community to enable people
to remain connected and engaged.

How your gift will make a
difference
By keeping over 600 frail aged
people independent in their own
homes through the provision of a
community transport service.
By helping thousands of people in
the community each year become
further involved through
volunteering.
By supporting over 400 not for
profit organisations to deliver their
services with the support of
volunteers

For more information or to
discuss your bequest, please ring
9870 7822 or go online at
http://easternvolunteers.org.au/b
equest-program/

Offering volunteer recruitment and
training for Volunteers and
community organisations and
volunteer opportunities to the
business sector and its employees.
Providing volunteer assisted transport
to HACC eligible clients who live in the
municipalities of Maroondah,
Whitehorse and the Yarra Ranges.
Head Office
Suite 1, 36 New St, Ringwood, 3134
Monday to Friday 9am – 4.30pm
Telephone: 9870 7822
Box Hill Office
st
Box Hill Hub, 1 Floor, 27 Bank St,
Box Hill 3128
Monday 9am – 12md,
Tuesday 9am – 4.30pm
Telephone: 9285 4814
General Manager: Vic North
All correspondence should be
addressed to the General Manager.

info@easternvolunteers.org.au
www.easternvolunteers.org.au

